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Zuma presents
award to  
‘stable, but 
critical’ Madiba 

President Jacob Zuma yesterday 
visited former President Nelson 
Mandela at his home in Houghton.

According to a statement by 
the presidency, the health of the 
former president remains much 
the same as it was when Zuma 
last visited him: stable, but criti-
cal, while Madiba continues to re-
spond to treatment.

Zuma conveyed the well wishes 
of all South Africans and those 
of the people of the world to the 
Mandela family. 

In addition, Zuma expressed 
the good wishes of the leaders of 
the Commonwealth Heads of State 
and Government Meeting, from 
which he returned last night.

Zuma used the opportunity to 
personally present Madiba with 
the Lifetime Award for Global 
Peace from the Mahathir Global 
Peace Foundation, which he re-
ceived on his behalf in Malaysia. 

Zuma said the theme of the 
Commonwealth meeting in Sri 
Lanka highlighted the impor-
tance of equity in economic deve-
lopment in view of the disparities 
in the distribution of wealth and 
economic benefits and recognises 
that inclusive development pro-
motes and contributes towards 
achieving the Millennium Devel-
opment Goals. 

It resonated very well with 
South Africa’s National Develop-
ment Plan, which aims to eradi-
cate poverty and inequality by 
2030.

At separate bilateral meetings, 
Zuma also met President Mahi-
nda Rajapaksa of the Democratic 
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka 
and the leadership of the Tamil 
National Alliance. 

The parties discussed the role 
that could be played by South 
Africa in assisting the people of 
Sri Lanka resolve their problems 
through engagement.

South Africa has been a mem-
ber of the Commonwealth since 
the end of apartheid in 1994 and 
has actively participated in the 
deliberations and work of the  
organisation.
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Eskom is winning the war against electricity thieves

Eskom has saved millions of rands 
over the past three years by em-
barking on a war against izinyoka 
(electricity thieves) and illegal 
electricity connections around 
the country. 

Over 75 000 illegal connections 
have been removed since 2010 af-
ter 2.35 million audits were con-
ducted by the power utility. 

These audits have seen Eskom 
recover R243 million over the past 
three years, a statement from the 
power utility said yesterday.
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This “war” has led to over 100 

arrests, with maximum senten-
ces being handed down to perpe-
trators. 

Operation Khanyisa, a cam-
paign led by Eskom, has helped in 
the fight against illegal electricity 
connections by promoting the use 
of legal and safe connections. 

This national campaign, which 
works in partnership with Crime 
Line, has led to over 8 000 tip-
offs reported by citizens since 
its inception. This is a sign of the 
willingness of ordinary South 
Africans to take part in the war 
against electricity theft. 

Crime Line said it had seen a 
change in attitude towards elec-
tricity theft and the realisation of 
the dangers associated with this 
kind of theft. 

Municipalities and Eskom lose 
up to R5 billion a year due to elec-
tricity theft. Municipalities, for 
example, are crippled by electric-

ity theft and non-payment, as they 
can’t pay the money they owe to 
Eskom on time. 

“The loss of revenue and en-
ergy has a severe impact on our 
country’s economy and service 
delivery. Electricity theft is a seri-
ous crime and impedes economic 
growth,” said Proudly South Afri-
can CEO Lesile Sedibe.

Electricity theft has far-reach-
ing consequences that extend 
beyond living by candlelight and 
sour milk in the fridge. 

Businesses lose productivity, 
households are victim to damaged 
appliances and, in extreme cases, 

lives are lost to electrocution. Up 
to 82 deaths caused by electricity 
theft were reported between 2010 
and 2012. 

v To help Operation Khanyisa 
gain momentum and catch perpe-
trators of electricity theft, anony-
mous calls can be made to 32211. 

75 000 82
illegal connections have 
been removed since 2010

reported deaths were caused 
by electricity theft between 
2010 and 2012

skinny laminx: named after a cat, heather’s fabrics sell like hot cakes

Entrepreneur outwits
the design business

 ʂ From illustrating 
textbooks, writing 
comics and blogs to a 
booming business.

G rowing up in the 
sleepy hollow of Pie-
termaritzburg, Heath-
er Moore dreamed of 
a career in forensic 

pathology, a job in which fabric is 
only used to shroud dead bodies.

Moore never expected that one 
day she would create and own  
one of the country’s most recog-
nised fabric design stores, which 
reels in a large number of over-
seas clients.

“I went through a prolonged 
stage, thanks to a TV show, Quin-
cy, of wanting to be a forensic pa-
thologist. I’m still perplexed as to 
how a middle-aged man in a rum-
pled suit cutting up dead bodies 
for a living had the slightest bit of 
appeal to the 10-year-old in me,” 
she says.

Drawing pictures and creating 
things have always been activities 
that Moore loves. But in a review 
of her portfolio before making 

a final subject selection at high 
school, she was told by her rath-
er doubful art teacher that she 
“could give it a try”.

“So I did French instead.”
Moore says she fell into illus-

tration work while doing her post-
grad teacher training at universi-
ty when she did illustrations for a 
textbook one of her lecturers was 
writing.

She then made the move to 
Cape Town where she lives with 
her husband, artist Paul Ed-
munds.

“The publishers liked my draw-
ings and started commissioning 
more. I ended up being an illustra-
tor for 10 years,” she says.

But a change was needed.
“So in 2006 I took a half-day job 

as a comics scriptwriter and spent 
the rest of my day messing around 
in my studio on Long Street. I 
started blogging about my work 
and opened an online shop. People 
around the world started reading 
my blog – and buying my things. I 
got wholesale orders from the US 
and suddenly I found I was a de-
signer with a design business.”

By 2010, business was boom-
ing.

Skinny laMinx storefront and 
studio in Bree Street, Cape Town, 
opened at the end of 2011. “And 
that’s where we make and sell 
Skinny laMinx homeware and 
fabrics. Behind the scenes, our 
team prepares and ships orders 
from our two online shops, as well 
as wholesale orders that get sent 
to stores all over the globe.”

Moore describes herself as a 
relaxed and cheerful person. But, 
she is also a fearful perfectionist.

“I can’t see the point of doing 
something badly, which is prob-
ably a good way to describe some-
one who is a bit uptight. 

“Still, I prefer the delusion 
that I’m easygoing and good for  
a laugh.”

Moore says she draws inspi-
ration from ordinary, everyday 
things like cactuses, teacups, 

staircases and vibracrete walls, 
scribbling down ideas in her note-
book as she goes along.

Sometimes a design is ready 
straight away and sometimes it 
needs some changes, says Moore.

“Mostly, the hard work is de-
ciding which designs to put into 
production and which to leave in 
the files.”

Speaking on a recent debacle 
involving another Cape Town de-
signer, Euodia Roets, who accused 
retail giant Woolworths of pla-
giarism, Moore said: “I think that 
this story highlights the fact that 
issues of copyright – especially 
around the copyright of photo-
graphs found on the Internet – are 
badly understood by the general 
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public and by many designers 
too.”

She has also found her designs 
copied by other designers and, 
when challenged, they “say things 
like, ‘but I found it on the Inter-
net, so I thought it was available 
to use’.

“I think that education on im-
age and design copyright is really 
important; not just for designers, 
but for just about everyone who 
uses a computer.”

Moore counts the number of 
her products sold overseas in the 
tens of thousands. “So I’m quite 
sure there are one or two famous 
people who have got their hands 
on a Skinny laMinx teatowel or 
cushion cover along the way.”

THE RIGHT MINX. Heather Moore, owner of the design store Skinny 
laMinx. Picture: Supplied.

IN THE BAG. Bags  from textile 
designer Heather Moore of Skinny 
laMinx at the Sanlam Food Wine 
and Design Fair earlier this month.  
Picture: Tracy Lee Stark.


